James (Jim) Dillon

June 29, 2020

Great grandson of John Joseph Donovan

Grandson of Margaret N. Donovan

In June, 1984, Jim went to Ireland and Germany with his grandma Margaret and Great Aunt Rita. They went to Cork with an Irish cultural group. Just after they returned, in July, Margaret had a stroke, they discovered cancer, and she died.

Her grandchildren called Margaret “Grandma Peg.” In the 1930s she worked in a psychiatric hospital in New York. That is where she met her husband, James, who was an orderly. He had been in the Army, then joined the Navy in WWII. After the war he worked for Eastern Airlines and was transferred to New Orleans in the 1950s. Margaret was a nursing supervisor in the maternity ward of a hospital in New Orleans. 

Margaret’s mother, Margaret McCauley, was known by James and his siblings and cousins as “grandma from New York.”

Daniel Donovan was James’s godfather, but Jim does not remember ever meeting him. Daniel was in the Army Air Force during the war. Jim thinks he might have worked for the Post Office after the war. Jim says that somewhere there is a picture of Daniel in his leather flight jacket. 
Jim Dillon was in the Air Force. 

His father, David Dillon, was a professor at University of New Orleans. He was also bisexual, and unhappy in the marriage, which did not last long. In fact, James was the “surprise” reason David and Anne got married in the first place.

James’s mom Anne’s second marriage didn’t go well either. Bob drank a lot, and made bad financial decisions. They divorced, and later he committed suicide. 

Anne’s house was underwater during Katrina. Many items were lost, possibly including old family photos. Anne was the executor for Rita’s estate. 

Jim lives in Talisheek, LA, about 50 miles north of New Orleans, out in the country. He is a law enforcement ranger for LA state parks. He works the night shift. He married a woman with three daughters. Sarah and Heather are twins, and estranged from their mom and stepdad. Alison has a child.
His half sister Barbara’s son Griffin is an EMT.

Anne Smullen’s sister Jane’s son Doug is an orthopedic surgeon. The family was stationed in Cuba. Her husband (“Big Doug”) was a doctor working in the base hospital there (Guantanamo?). Their daughter Bridget was born there. 

